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––– Briefly D’var Torah ––– 

Ha’Azinu: Deuteronomy 32:1 - 32:52

Two Portions Standing Together

A couple Shabbatot ago, our weekly Torah portion was Nitzavim. As Reform Jews, we 
reread that portion on Yom Kippur morning. This week’s actual Torah portion is Haazinu. I 
suggest that we consider them together.

       Look at the image of Haazinu from a Torah scroll.  
As we arrive at Deuteronomy 32, the normal 
single columns of the Torah separate into two 
parallel columns.  This is a unique moment in 
the writing of the Torah.  Look at the columns. 
Imagine them as two legs of someone who 
is standing. Or imagine them as two people 
standing together.  Moses is delivering his last 
great statement to the Israelites, a poem even.  
And the people are standing and listening.

       On Yom Kippur morning, we will read from 
Parashat Nitzavim,which says:   

       “You stand this day, all of you, before the Eternal 
your God—you tribal heads, you elders, and you 
officials, all the men of Israel, you children, you 
women, even the stranger within your camp, 
from woodchopper to water drawer—to enter 
into the Covenant of the Eternal your God…” 
(Deuteronomy 29:9-11)
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Moses is assembling the people for an important message, as well as for an experience that binds 
them together with one another and with God. The message is directed at those who are alive 
then and those who are not but who will be alive in the future. It is a very powerful image, which is 
part of why we read it on our holiest day.

This year, I am deeply aware that we are not all gathering in one place.  Some BHC congregants 
will be in the Sanctuary, some in BHC’s Tent.  Many will be streaming from home.  That, too, is 
a very powerful image. Our situation is similar to so many other synagogues. But we are still 
gathering, even if we are not physically together, just as our ancestors in Sinai could envision that 
they were gathering, even with those who were not yet alive.

Both Haazinu and Nitzavim describe people standing together. I know that everyone streaming 
from home will make their own decisions of whether they stand with us in the Sanctuary or if they 
stay seated throughout. For some, at home or at BHC, they can only sit.  The image of standing 
together is not a commandment. Rather, standing together is a powerful image of a people, of a 
community, gathered together.  As we experience Yom Kippur and as we celebrate Shabbat, may 
we feel that sense of gathering, of standing together.

Shabbat Shalom, 
Rabbi Busch
 

  


